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Gas prices are
expected to climb
higher for July Fourth,
hitting $3 a gallon at
some stations across
the U.S. as drivers
gear up for road trips
on one of the year’s
busiest travel days.
PAGE B1

CITY | STATE
Heavy rain
likely on Fourth
Celebrators hoping
for clear skies in
Houston might have
to look elsewhere as
all of Southeast
Texas braces for
heavy rainfall on the
holiday. PAGE A3

NATION
Ex-Trump fixer
hints he’ll flip
President Trump
faces a mounting
legal threat from his
onetime lawyer and
fixer Michael Cohen,
as Cohen signals in a
new interview his
willingness to
cooperate with
federal prosecutors.
PAGE A8

BUSINESS
Tax break
for alimony
disappearing
A change in the new
tax law will eliminate
a tax break for
alimony payments
that are finalized
after Dec. 31,
prompting lawyers to
warn wealthy clients
to act now. PAGE B4

BUSINESS

Gas prices
going up
for holiday
travelers

Steve Gonzales / Chronicle
Fili Gonzalez fills up
his tank in Houston.

The popular ground-
swell thatput a leftist pres-
idential candidate and his
party in control of Mexi-
co’s government is expect-
ed to shift the dynamics of
the country’s relations
with the United States,
with implications for

trade, the energy industry
and the Texas economy.

Sunday’s election leaves
two fiery, populist leaders
on either side of the border
in Andrés Manuel López
Obrador and Donald
Trump, setting the stage
for a standoff on a host of
contentious issues as each
tries to guard the interests

of his political base. López
Obrador’s overwhelming
victory, built in part on his
vow to oppose Trump,
threatens to further un-
dermine the relations be-
tween the two countries—
relations that are vital to
Texas, which last year
shippednearly $100billion
in goods to Mexico, more
than one-third of all the
state’s exports.

The election comes dur-
ing a pivotal time for both

North American trade ne-
gotiations and the U.S. oil
and gas industry, which
has looked south to Mexi-
co following the 2013 re-
forms that opened the
country’s energy sector to
foreign investment for the

New leader shifts U.S.-Mexico relations
With populists on either side of border,
Texas economy has much on the line

By Katherine Blunt

Pedro Pardo / AFP / Getty Images

Newly elected Mexican President Andres Manuel
López Obrador cheers supporters after his victory.Populist continues on A12

»Houstonians of Mexican
heritage upbeat: Page A3

» López Obrador seeks U.S.
friendship: Page A8

Judah Brown wanted
his mother’s seat by the
pool.

“Mommy, move,” he
said, pushing her with
his 3-year-old hands.

It was a typical, light-
hearted conversation
for the family — Judah
was a sparky kid with
eyes as clear and blue as
the water, a little ram-
bunctious and always
the life of the party.

Instead of giving Ju-
dah her chair, however,
his mother Christi sat
him next to her, took off
his swim floaties and
gave him a towel while
theywaited to eat. May-
be a minute later, she

did a headcount. One
child was missing.

Where was Judah?
“He got away from

me—Ididn’t see it,” she
said recently. “He
somehow got in the wa-
ter.”

Judah Levi Brown
died Sept. 26, 2016, two
days after his family
pulled him from an
apartment pool in west
Houston.

He was one of 18 chil-
dren who drowned that
year in Harris County,
which leads the state in
child drownings almost
every year. So far this
year, 12 children have
drowned in Harris and
the surrounding coun-

Michael Ciaglo photos / Houston Chronicle

Mark and Christi Brown with children Ethan, Hannah and Anna visit the grave of their son Judah.

Judah’s legacy: Grieving
family pushes for swim safety

With summer in full effect, parents
intensify effort to prevent drownings

By Samantha Ketterer

Houston Swim Club teacher Jalia Harris swims
with Ace Gonzales, 2, a recipient of a swim lesson
scholarship from the Judah Brown Project. Child continues on A10

AUSTIN — Abortion
opponents in Texas are
convinced they are in a
prime spot to lead a na-
tionwide effort to chip
away at the landmarkSu-
preme Court ruling that
made abortion legal in
the United States more
than 40 years ago.

The optimism comes
after Supreme Court Jus-
tice Anthony Kennedy,
81, announced last week
that he was retiring from
the court. PresidentDon-
ald Trump has said he
will nominate a new jus-
tice for the court later
this month and the Sen-
ate is expected to have
that person confirmed
before the November
elections, according to
TexasU.S. Sen. TedCruz.

While other Republi-
can-dominated states
have passed laws that
could become the first
true test case on the topic
for a newly configured
SupremeCourt, key voic-
es in the fight against le-
gal access to abortion in
Texas say they have a
case in appellate court
that could be “the big
one.”

“This is the landmark
decision in the making,”
state Sen. Charles Perry,
R-Lubbock, said of a 2017
Texas law that he was
key in passing, which
banned the most com-
mon procedure used for
second trimester abor-
tions. The law was chal-
lenged by the Center for
Reproductive Rights and
Planned Parenthood and
was struck down by a
federal court in Novem-
ber.

But even if the Perry
law is not the one, Texas
lawmakers say they are
better positioned than
ever going into the next
legislative session to

Texas’
abortion
foes see
opening
Reconfigured
Supreme Court
could get test
case from state

By Jeremy Wallace

Texas continues on A12

MAE SAI, Thailand —
The scrawny boys were
huddled on the floor of the
cave when the British di-

vers emerged from the
murky water.

As his light flickered
from one boy to another,
one diver called out, “How
many of you?”

“Thirteen,” a boy an-
swered.

“Brilliant,” the diver
said.

After 10 days trapped in
a flooded cave complex in
northern Thailand, and
after an enormous search
effort that transfixed
Thailand, the missing 12
boys and their soccer
coach had finally been
found in Tham Luang
Cave.

In a brief video filmed
by another diver, which
was posted on the Thai
Navy SEAL Facebook
page, the boys and their
coach seemed in surpris-
ingly good condition.
Some boys sat and some
stood as they spoke with
the diver.

Food was foremost on

Boys found alive after 10 days in cave
Harrowing search in Thailand locates
12 hungry soccer players and coach

By Muktita Suhartono
and Richard Paddock
NEW YORK TIMES

Boys continues on A14
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includes apartment
swimming pools, lakes,
rivers, oceans, ponds,
bathtubs, septic tanks —
even buckets.

“It’s the misconception
that there’s going to be
loud splashing and all
that stuff,” said Afet Me-
sigil, associate director of
aquatics at the YMCA of
Greater Houston. “They
are most likely not going
to make the noises that
you see in the movies.”

Marilyn Christian,
manager of environmen-
tal health programs at
Harris County Public
Health, said the deaths
are preventable.

“We have way too
many,” she said. “You
have other counties
around the country that
have zero, but we have
them every year.”

‘It was just bedlam’
The Browns discovered

this firsthand.
The apartment pool

had a water feature with
jets so loud, Christi didn’t
hear her son go under.

She spotted Judah
quickly. He was face
down, about halfway un-
der the surface.

Christi screamed.
Mark performed CPR for
about four minutes, dur-
ing which Judah vomited
on his father, an auto re-
flex.

While Mark, an Epis-
copalian priest, was fo-
cused on saving his son,
the pool area became cha-
otic.

“Christi is standing
next tome, screaming, the
children are standing
next to her, screaming,”
Mark said. “It was just
bedlam.”

Someone called 911.
Paramedics arrived

and pumped Judah with
drugs to save his life.

The CPR had been cru-
cial in keeping Judah’s
heart going while first re-
sponders were en route.
But the Browns couldn’t
do anything to get the wa-
ter out of Judah’s lungs,
which had cut off oxygen
to his brain.

While Judah’s heart
was working again, his
brain began to swell and
hemorrhage.

Paramedics rushed
him to Memorial Her-
mann hospital. Doctors
there gave him a 30 per-
cent chance of survival.

‘Way too many’
It’s an all-too-familiar

narrative for many Hous-
ton-area families.

The panic of realizing
you can’t find your child.

The desperation of trying
to save them. The long
hours of waiting in the
hospital. Then, over-
whelming denial and
grief.

OnMay 24, a 6-year-old
boy drowned after slip-
ping unnoticed into a gat-
ed apartment pool area in
Baytown. He and an 8-
year-old girl, believed to
be his cousin, were unsu-
pervised and jumped into
the deep end of the pool.

A 4-year-old boy died
less than a week later af-
ter making his way unat-
tended to an apartment
complex pool in Spring.
He was pulled from the
pool anddied at thehospi-
tal later that night.

Two more children
died on June 3 in separate
incidents. One, an 8-year-
old boy, was found under-
water on June 2 at a neigh-
borhood swimming pool
in Richmond. He had
been at a friend’s house
andwasn’t supposed to go
to the pool. He died the
next day.

A 12-year-old girl
drowned while swim-
ming in the San Jacinto
River in northeast Harris
County. She was with a
group of people, includ-
ing her mother, when she
became “distressed while
swimming,” authorities
said.Hermother, also dis-
tressed, made it back to
shore. Her daughter
didn’t.

The most recent inci-
dent involved the 2-year-
old boy in Santa Fe, where
he was found in a back-
yard pool. The child was
pronounced deceased
shortly after being taken
to the hospital, said Gal-
veston County Medical
Examiner spokesmanD.J.
Florence.

‘This is serious’
Mark and Christi

Brown spent two days in a
veritable “underground
bunker” at the Memorial
HermannPediatric Inten-
sive Care Unit.

The couple sat through
endless medical confer-
ences andwaited as Judah
lay hooked up to ma-
chines.

“You know it’s bad
when you turn and the
nurse is crying,” Mark
said. “You’re like, ‘OK,
this is serious.’ ”

At the beginning, Judah
showed minor signs of
brain activity. If he sur-
vived, he would have like-
ly been in a vegetative
state,which is not uncom-
mon for children who
survive drownings, ac-
cording to the CDC.

Even as the family held
on to hope, the prognosis
grew more grim by the
hour.

Eventually, the doctors
declared Judah brain
dead after running a
number of unsuccessful
tests for bodily response.

Mark and Christi were
talking about donating
Judah’s organs when they
overheard someone in his
hospital room.

“Calling it at 9:51.”
He had gone into cardi-

ac arrest for the third
time. The couple heard
the flatlining of one of Ju-
dah’s machines.

He was buried a week
after he died. He was the
youngest of seven chil-
dren; a blond-haired boy
who loved “Paw Patrol”
and dancing; an ornery
kid who almost always
had a stuffed animal
named Kakua — his pro-
nunciation of koala — un-
der his arm.

The Browns were un-
able to donate his organs
because of the drugs used
to try to save him.

‘We didn’t understand’
The Browns had signed

Judah up for swim les-
sons earlier in 2016. He
was comfortable in the
water and had taken
about six weeks of classes
at the YMCA.

But Judah took lessons
that perhaps were too ad-
vanced for someone his
age, with a larger empha-
sis on learning swim

strokes than on survival,
Christi said. The Browns
know that now.

“We didn’t understand
how dangerous it was,”
Christi said.

Each year, the YMCA
of Greater Houston pro-
vides free swimming sur-
vival lessons at certain
apartment buildings
through the Houston
Apartment Association.

More than 20,000 chil-
dren have learned to
swim through the lessons
in the 11 years of the pro-
gram, Mesigil said.

And in those 11 years,
the number of drownings
at apartment complex
pools in the Houston area
have decreased, she said,
citing state data.

Recently, drownings in
backyard pools have been
more frequent in the
county than in apartment
pools.

Teaching parents prop-
er swim safety tips is key,
Mesigil said. Children
should never swim alone
and should be supervised
at all times, she said.

Still coming to terms
The Judah Brown Proj-

ect had its roots in a fund-
raiser that one of Judah’s
teachers, Annette Court-
ney, held for the Brown
family.

“It hit me hard. I didn’t
know the statistics of
drowning, so I figured he
was going to be OK,”
Courtney said. “Whenmy
boss told us in the circle, I
immediately started cry-
ing.”

By January 2017, the Ju-
dah Brown Project was a
full-fledged foundation.
Much of the group’s mis-
sion is to persuade doc-
tors to talk to parents
about the importance of
drowning prevention.

The group also helps
put on CPR classes and
sponsors swim lessons
for students who can’t af-
ford them, Courtney said.

Judah lives on through
the foundation’swork, his
parents said.

“It’s his legacy,” Mark
said.

Almost two years later,
however, the family is still
coming to terms with
what happened.

Anna Brown, 16, the
oldest of Judah’s siblings,
said her brother’s death
has altered her percep-
tion of life.

“The illusion of safety
is gone,” Anna said. “This
is what life is like.”

The family celebrated
Judah’s life on June 10,
when he would have
turned 5 years old.

At his gravesite, they
held a picnic featuring
some of his favorite foods,
including jelly beans and
Funyuns.

They know Judah
would have loved it.

samantha.ketterer
@chron.com
twitter.com/sam_kett

ties, including seven chil-
dren age 4 and younger.

Christi and Mark
Brown are tired of it. Just
months after Judah died,
the family created a foun-
dation to spread aware-
ness of drowning preven-
tion to help other parents
avoid grieving the loss of a
child. With summer now
in full swing, the Browns
are redoubling their ef-
forts with local authori-
ties.

“There’s still part of me
that won’t fully accept it,”
said Mark Brown. “Your
brain, the ability to think
and do simple tasks, dis-
appears for a season. I
think some of it has ling-
ered.”

Silent killer
This year has already

gotten off to a rough start.
Four children dead in

Harris County. One in
Fort Bend, three in Gal-
veston, two inLiberty, one
in Montgomery, one in
Waller. In a little over a
month, six children have
died in swimming-related
incidents in Greater
Houston. Five drowned in
pools, and one drowned
in the San Jacinto River.

Just two weeks ago, a 2-
year-old boy drowned in
Santa Fe after being found
face down in a family’s
pool. He died at the hospi-
tal, the Galveston County
Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice confirmed.

The Browns closely fol-
low the stories. Through
the Judah Brown Project,
they try to contact the
families and help them
feel less alone.

“It makes me want to
work harder,” Christi
said. “It’s shocking and
heartbreaking. I know
what they’re going
through.”

Drowning is a persis-

tent problem in Houston
and across the nation. It’s
the No. 1 cause of death in
children, ages 1 to 4, aside
from birth defects, ac-
cording to the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

It’s almost literally a si-
lent killer, and it takes just
seconds.

Children can be sub-
merged in as little as 10

seconds — a walk to grab
a towel, perhaps — and
they can lose conscious-
ness in two minutes, ac-
cording to the YMCA,
which teaches water safe-
ty.

Most children drown in
backyard swimming
pools, but it canhappen in
any body of water with
enough density to cover
the mouth and nose. That

Child drownings claimed 6 in last month
Child from page A1

Drowning isn’t what it looks like
When people drown in the movies or on TV, there is lots of splashing, reaching into the
air and yelling for help. Problem is: That’s not what a drowning person really looks like.
Water safety expert Dr. Francesco A. Pia coined the term “instinctive drowning
response” to describe how a drowning person actually respond to suffocation:

FACING LAND
The instinctive
drowning
response causes
the victim to
make for land.
Nearly always,
that’s what she
does.

BODY VERTICAL
If this person were
swimming, she’d be more
horizontal and kicking with
her legs. The fact that she’s
vertical in the water — yet, over her
head — suggest she’s not swimming
but rather in distress.

MOUTH AT WATER LEVEL
The victim does all she can
to keep his mouth above
water, so she can breathe.
But she fails. Which — at
the risk of stating the
obvious — is why she’s
drowning.
This is also why a drowning
victim rarely calls for help:
She can’t yell if she can’t
breathe.

HEAD TILTED BACK
The victim tilts her
head back in a
futile attempt to
keep above
water. The victim
sometimes
seems as if
she’s trying to
roll over onto
her back.

Sources: Dr. Francesco A. Pia of the U.S.
Coast Guard’s “On Scene” magazine,
Mario Vittone of the U.S. Coast Guard

‘LADDER CLIMBING’
Instead of typical
swimming-kicking
motions, a
drowning victim
moves her legs as
if she were trying
to climb an
invisible set of
stairs.

Charles Apple and Ken Ellis /
Houston Chronicle

FIVE THINGS TO WATCH FOR

Drowning
deaths
• Every day, about 10 peo-
ple die from unintentional
drowning. Of those, two
are children age 14 or youn-
ger.
• An average 3,536 people
unintentionally drowned in
the U.S. each year from
2005 to 2014.
• One in five people who
die from drowning are 14
years old and younger.
• For every child who dies
from drowning, another
five receive emergency care
for nonfatal submersion
injuries.
• About 80 percent of
people who die from
drowning are male.
• In 2014, one-third of unin-
tentional deaths among
children ages 1 to 4 were
from drowning. It’s the
highest cause of death for
that age group, aside from
birth defects.
• Unintentional drowning
rates are higher among
African-Americans than
any other race.

Source: Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention




